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This evening we 
are going to 
tell you about:

 Course structure
 Assessment
 Extra resources
 Potential degree and 

apprenticeship routes from this A-
Level

 Subjects that work well with this 
subject

 Potential career opportunities



Course Structure
▸ 3 Components, very similar to GCSE Music

▸ Component 1 (30%) - Performing

▸ Component 2 (30%) - Composing

▸ Component 3 (40%) - Appraising



Component 1: Performing (30%)

▸ A public performance of 1 or more pieces, performed as a recital (recorded).

▸ It can be performing solo, in an ensemble, or improvising.

▸ The total time must be 8 minutes.



Component 2: Composition (30%)

▸ Two compositions, one to a brief and one free composition (or to another brief). 

▸ One composition must be from a list of briefs related to the areas of study, or a 
free composition, worth 40 marks. It must be at least 4 minutes long. 

▸ One composition must be from a list of briefs addressing composition technique, 
worth 20 marks. It must be at least 1 minute long, unless the brief specifies 
something longer.

▸ The total combined time must be at least 6 minutes. 



Component 3: Appraising (40%)

▸ Knowledge and understanding of musical elements, contexts, and language. 

▸ Application of knowledge through the context of 6 areas of study (13 set works), 
and unfamiliar listening.

Vocal Music
Instrumental Music
Music for Film
Popular Music and Jazz
Fusions
New Directions



Component 3: Appraising (40%)
▸ Assessment is one written paper, 2 hours 10 minutes, worth 100 marks. 

▸ Audio files are provided to each student, rather than listening together.

▸ Section A: Areas of Study and dictation (50 marks)

▸ Three questions relating to set works and one short melody/rhythm exercise

▸ Section B: Extended written response 

▸ Two essays (20 marks and 30 marks)



Set work list



Resources

▸ The exam board have released study and revision guides for this course.

▸ We have our 6th form music room using Macs, and Sibelius 7.



Subjects that work well with this

▸ Music often works well with Maths, as well as other creative subjects such as 
Drama. 

▸ The skills required are very similar to GCSE Music: keyboard/piano skills are very 
useful, and music theory knowledge is important. Grade 5 theory is highly 
recommended in order to access and understand the set work analyses. 



Routes after this A Level

▸ Music Technology (often mixed with performance)

▸ Composition

▸ Music Management (event and orchestra/group management)

▸ Music Journalism

▸ Musical Theatre



Potential career opportunities

▸ Composer

▸ Sound Engineer

▸ Instrument tutor

▸ Producer

▸ Performer

▸ Music Therapist

▸ Audiologist

▸ Teacher

▸ Community Arts 


