
A LEVEL PHOTOGRAPHY



This evening we 
are going to 
tell you about:

 Course structure
 Assessment
 Extra resources
 Potential degree and 

apprenticeship routes from this A-
Level

 Subjects that work well with this 
subject

 Potential career opportunities



Visual literacy

Problem-solving Being proactive

Key skills you will develop..



What our students say:

.

“This course encouraged me to be an 
independent and thoughtful 

photographer who has been able to 
create work from a personal 
passionate starting point.”

"The art and photographic department is 
full of new and interesting art resources 
to help support our creative study, and 
they're always willing to buy new 
resources to aid our projects."

“I find the lessons a welcome 
creative change to some of my 
other more heavy subjects.”



 Entry Requirements – Grade 4 or above in GCSE English
 A Passion for creating with an enquiring mind
 Art and Design GCSE is NOT necessary, however 

presentation skills and knowledge of the creative process is 
helpful

 Exam Board – AQA Art and Design – Photography 7206

Year 12  
 The course is based around students learning different 

creative photographic techniques – Darkroom and Digital 
processes

 Recent activities have included - Trips and directed 
photoshoots – London / Brighton / Underwater photoshoot / 
Gallery Visits, Workshops at UCA Farnham and a visiting 
Photographer 

Course structure



Course Structure and Assessment

A Level - Year 13
96 marks non exam assessment 
(internally assessed and 
externally moderated)

60% of A Level

1. Coursework Portfolio - Personal investigation  
Students will produce: 

(i) a portfolio of practical work showing their personal 
response to a starting point of their choice, devised and 
provided by the department. 

(ii) (ii) a related study: an extended response of a guided 
minimum of 1000 - 3000 words. 

Year 13 – September to January

96 marks 
15 hours non exam assessment 
(internally assessed and 
externally moderated)

40% of A Level

2. Externally set task 
Early release paper issued by the exam board provides 
learners with a number of themes. Within the themes, there will 
be a choice of written and visual starting points, briefs and 
stimuli. 
A response should be based on one of these options.
Year 13 - January to April



What does an A Level Photography Lesson look like?What does an A Level Photography Lesson look like?

1. Students develop 
experimental work in response 
to their chosen study area. 

2. They can work with the 
techniques that suit their 
direction, whether in the 
darkroom or digitally. 

3. Students are influenced by the 
work of artists’ crafts people, 
designers and different 
cultures. This work is 
completed in their 
sketchbooks. 

4. Students set 1:1 targets on 
progress and work guided by 
1:1 Teacher Tutorials



A Year 13’s sketchbookA Year 13’s sketchbook



Resources

o Access to computer suite with Adobe creative suite on PC’s

o Darkroom

o Expert staff and technicians available to support students

o A dedicated studio in the Art Department and The Design Studio (exclusive use for F6) 

o Use of Digital SLR cameras, Go-Pro

o Photography Studio with lights

o Continual access to creative media/materials

o Large scale colour printing facilities (up to A0)



 Degree - 91 UK universities offer 209 courses in 
Photography. To get the best results for Undergraduate 
Photography degrees courses are designed to help you 
develop your skills, build your confidence to progress to 
your career in a creative environment.

 We have links with UCA Farnham University 

 Apprenticeship - You could gain some of the skills and 
knowledge for this role on a Photographic assistant 
advanced apprenticeship, following the assistant 
photographer pathway. 

 This apprenticeship typically takes 18 months to complete 
as a mix of learning in the workplace and off-the-job 
study.

Potential degree and apprenticeship routes 
from this A-Level



Potential career opportunities

 Visual Advertising 
director

 Film / Video editor

 TV camera 
operator / Film 

 Press 
photographer

 Graphic Designer

 Magazine features editor

 Medical photographer

 Photographer – industry, 
own business, 

wedding photography, 
Family portraits, stock   

images

 Forensic and criminology 
photographer



Creativity Matters

 In 2017, the creative industries contributed 

 £101.5 bn 
 to the UK economy (more than 5% of the 

gross domestic product – an increase of 53% 
since 2010)

 In 2019, the creative industries contribute

 £115.9 billion 
 5.9% of the UK economy.



 Expert knowledge of skills
+ imagination
+ hard work
= Innovation

 Anyone can take a photograph



It takes a true creative to take a perfect oneIt takes a true creative to take a perfect one

perfect one





Year 12 and Year 13 Art and Photography Exhibition
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